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“Building Autonomy within Communities
THE CONFERENCE AGENDA FOR

THE 2ND KISUMU INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON ADEQUATE AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING FOR ALL FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT.

DATE: 5TH -6TH AND 18TH - 19TH 

HOST: CITY OF KISUMU IN THE REPUBLIC OF KENYA 

The Conference Theme:
“Access to and Secure Land tenure - A Key pillar for Adequate and Affordable Housing”
The conference overall objective: 

To Promote sustained stronger engagement, commitment and support of the National and County governments on Land reforms, moratorium on evictions and implementation of affordable Housing with focus on low-income category of our society thus contributing to the progressive realization of the right to access to secure land and affordable housing for sustainable development at the same time catalyze the processes of implementation of the resolutions of the first housing conference.
Specific Objectives 

To Share on achievements and progress of the implementation of the resolutions of the first housing conference.

To unpack land rights and its effects on other fundamental human rights and further Come up with practical and innovative strategies for expanding land tenure regime.  

To share local experiences, best practices and challenges in comparison to other jurisdictions 

To bring to light through the peoples tribunal, cases around land and housing from communities and groups defending their right to equal access to land and housing

Enhance and promote local, National, Regional and Global networking and cooperation that mobilize and exchange experiences, knowledge, expertise, technology and financial resources to promote the achievement of equal access to land and adequate and affordable housing especially for women, people living with disabilities, informal settlement dwellers, minorities and indigenous communities. 
Impact of COVID 19 and lessons learnt on Housing

Conference Topics

The conference shall focus on the following areas; 
Enhancing Equal access to Land and adequate and affordable housing for all persons and their families.

a) Land

Local Physical and Land use Development plans as drivers of spatial justice for sustainable land management, administration and use for a just and equitable Urban and Cities growth, significantly achieving the right to adequate and affordable housing and the right to the City - the case of City of Kisumu.

Kenya land policy and Legal frameworks and the interpretation of the right to land.

Unpacking land right and its effects on other fundamental Human Rights and innovative strategies for expanding land tenure regime 

Emerging models of land ownership in comparison with other jurisdictions

Building Partnership for accelerated access to land and production of adequate and Affordable housing for improved living conditions, integration, safety and peace from the grassroots level.

b) Adequate and affordable housing.

Housing Policy framework and its interpretation of the right to housing.

Gender and social inclusion on equal access: case of informal settlement dwellers, urban farmers and food security, people living with Disabilities, water for fishermen, indigenous communities, minorities and women.

Public private partnership

Global Experiences on adequate housing provision

Public participation models in realizing adequate and affordable housing

Implementing Old Estates Renewal and Regeneration, Kenya’s experience and other international models.

Evictions and strategies towards addressing it.

Presentation of Evictions Cases before the Jury based on bellow criterion

Indigenous communities

Urban regeneration/upgrading programs

Infrastructure development

Traders/Business/ Markets

Vulnerable urban informal settlements

Environmentally fragile areas

Exclusionary planning

Climate change

Lake Region Economic Block (LREB) implementation

Succession

Examination of the Cases

Presentation of the preliminary rulings

Thirty-day preparations of the final Judgment and recommendations

Presentation of the Final Judgment and Recommendations to: -

The economic and institutional actors responsible for the forced evictions,

Government leaders
Policy makers
The civil society organizations who support the affected inhabitants. 

Local legal institutions and independent bodies

Regional and International human rights bodies and Institutions.
UN Special Rapporteur on Adequate and Affordable Housing.
Expected Outputs. 

Recommendations on addressing evictions’ cases presented to Government leaders, policy makers, National and the international legal and human rights bodies and commitments for action signed.

Strategies for enhancing equal access to Land developed and adopted by Participants.

Strategies for cooperation adopted by Local and National governments’ leaders, grassroots social movements and Civil Society Organizations leveraging from knowledge, expertise, technology, and financial resources sharing from the conference.

Local and Global experiences and strategies on achieving access to land and housing shared highlighting best practices and adopted by the participants.
Grassroots social movements, National stakeholder platforms agree on/adopt strategies to escalate networking with Governments, continental and global Land and Housing Rights bodies in order to progress matters of land and housing, effectively contributing to appropriate technologies, policies and legislations, influencing change in favor of the vulnerable rural and urban populations.
The Conference Format.

Arrival of delegates/Participants

The conference format

The conference is organized in two parts as follows:-

Part 1 - Virtual - 5th - 6th 2021.

This will be a two days event aimed at bringing the participation of the international partners on board.

Day - 1

Short video play on land and housing in Kenya and selected cities across the globe, keynote remarks, Reflection of the 1st Conference resolutions, topical presentations on Land and housing and official opening.

In the morning, the conference will be officially opened with inaugural remarks from High level government officials and selected distinguished local and international experts.

It will be followed by topical presentations by invited guests’ speakers and plenary engagements.

Day - 2 

Dedicated to presentations on addressing rights violations around Land and Housing.

There will be keynote addresses by selected experts from the international arena, Local Judiciary, National Parliament and Judiciary. This will be followed by a breakaway session along different sectors. This will form the sectional people’s tribunals. They will analyze the documented land and evictions cases, listen to testimonies from representatives of the victims and make judgments. The sectional peoples tribunals will then converge at the plenary to present their judgments’ small team of prior identified jury shall retreat to formulate within 30 days a final consolidated judgment which shall be circulated to various stakeholders including the Local, National governments and international legal bodies as well as rights defenders for actions/interventions
Part - 2 (18th to 19th October 2021).

This will be physical with not more than 100 people with only local and National delegations.

The reasoning behind this physical part of the conference is that it is the best way to influence and agree with people who are not convinced. Participants will be drawn from the local and National housing stakeholders including duty bearers, Civil Society organizations, representatives of grassroots people’s organizations and Social movements. 

High level government officials and selected distinguished local experts will open the conference.

Day - 1 (18th October 2021)

Short video play on land and housing matters in Kenya and selected cities across the globe, keynote remarks, Reflection on the 1st Conference resolutions, topical presentations on Land and housing matters and official opening.

In the morning, the conference will be officially opened with inaugural remarks from High level government officials and selected distinguished local and National experts. It will be followed by topical presentations by invited guests’ speakers and plenary engagements.

There will be a high level session with duty bearers and selected representatives of the stakeholders to discuss and agree on areas for collaborations specifically; setting up an independent housing Fund - County of Kisumu, revival and scaling up efforts for passage of evictions and resettlement Bill, Tenants and Landlords Bill and policy reviews/amendments especially the National Land and Housing Policies

Day - 2 

Dedicated to presentations aimed at addressing rights violations around Land and Housing.

This second part of the conference will delve on lasting strategies and mechanisms for addressing all manner of violations including the “People’s” Tribunal on evictions, and housing rights observatory. The Peoples tribunal is an advocacy mechanism against Evictions. It is an open people’s ethical and opinion court against evictions.

The “people’s” tribunal should not be confused with judicial tribunal as per Articles 159 and 169 of the Constitution of Kenya. However, the “Peoples Tribunal proposed herein will be a people’s driven initiative founded on the constitutional Principle of people’s sovereignty and right to Assemble and deliberate on key issues affecting them. The initiative is further buttressed by constitutional provision supporting People’s initiative in defending their inalienable rights to determine their destiny. Therefore, this “people’s” tribunal will be a powerful tool for campaign for evictions free society. Its organization and process should encourage the involvement of critical stakeholders, thus giving it visibility and support. The process will catalyze local struggles and initiatives, building confidence and resolve in victims in tackling this violation and a show of responsibility to the future generations.

The tribunal is emboldened by the international treaties, covenants, agreements, Charters, Declarations and laws some of which include: - 

Habitat III - New Urban Agenda Declaration Especially No 11 and 12.

Sustainable Development goals No11

The UN Declaration of human Rights Article 12, 12 and 25

Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural Rights - General Comment 7 on The Right to Adequate housing

The convention on the rights of the child Article 6 and 16

Convention on Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Women Article 16h

The African charter on Human rights- Article 13(3) and 17 (2).
Objectives of the Tribunal

Documentations of: violations, best practices, lessons learnt and experiences locally and across the Continent.
To bring to light through the media and other open public platforms cases of evictions known to a wider audience by creating platforms for victims and communities struggling against evictions and for the right to equal access to adequate housing and land. 

To bring to light through the media and other open public platforms all kinds of threats and violence faced by both victims and defenders of human rights who fight for the right to equal access to land and housing. 

To present documented selected cases to a panel of well-respected and experts (jury) which examines them, issues judgment and formulates recommendations to address the cases to various stakeholders including the National governments, local and internal To bring to light through the media and other open public platforms cases of evictions known to a wider audience by creating platforms for victims and communities struggling against evictions and for the right to equal access to adequate housing and land. 

To bring to light through the media and other open public platforms all kinds of threats and violence faced by both victims and defenders of human rights who fight for the right to equal access to land and housing. 
To present documented selected cases to a panel of well-respected and experts (jury) which examines them, issues judgment and formulates recommendations to address the cases to various stakeholders including the National governments, local and internal rights defense and legal bodies for actions/interventions.

There will be keynote addresses by selected experts from government, private practitioners, Judiciary, National Parliament and County Assembly. It will be followed by a breakaway session along different sectors/sectional people’s tribunals that will analyze and examine the documented land and evictions cases, listen to testimonies from representatives of the victims and make judgments. The Tribunals will then converge at the plenary to present their preliminary judgments’ small team of prior identified jury shall retreat to formulate the judgment within 30 days prepare a consolidated judgment which shall be circulated to various stakeholders including the Local, National governments and international legal bodies as well as rights defenders for actions/interventions.
Conference declarations, signing of commitments/partnership pacts and official closing.
There shall be presentation of both the Conference resolutions and the Eviction Tribunal recommendations for Actions/interventions, followed by signing of commitments/partnership pacts. The conference shall end with a closing ceremony marked by traditional dances, remarks and prayers.

Exhibitions

There will be exhibitions during the entire period of the two day physical conference.
Grassroots Trust is a human Rights Organization working with the urban and rural poor. It applies community organizing approach in all its interventions as it believes community organizing facilitates building of critical grassroots -based people’s Social movements and organizations with democratic structures that become vehicles for engagements, participation and influencing good governance.
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