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Africa’s Cities and Forced Eviction

Civil society representatives meeting at Kisumu, Kenya on 15-16 May 2022 welcome the 9™
Africities’ theme, principles and intended outcomes stated in its concept note.* We also support the
pledge to implement shared strategies to improve the living conditions of people at the local level,
while contributing to the integration, peace and unity of Africa, starting from the grassroots.>

We encourage operationalizing the expressed choice and will to implement the 2030 and 2063
Agenda commitments. As a priority, we citizens of Africa also urge implementation of the
human rights obligations shared by all treaty-bound African states and their constituent organs,
including local and regional governments and authorities across the human habitat.>

Among these shared duties is the progressive realization of the human right to adequate housing,
as guaranteed in the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.* That
treaty binds 51 African states® to prohibit force eviction® as a gross violation of human rights,” in
particular, the human right to adequate housing. In such cases, international law upholds the right
of victims to reparations and states’ corresponding obligations to ensure such remedy,? consistent
with African Charter principles.® All city governments and authorities also share the
extraterritorial human rights obligations of states to prevent and remedy such gross violations by
third parties, both foreign and domestic, operating across borders.*°

The 2030 Agenda also pledges states to make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe,
resilient and sustainable by 2030,'! ensuring “access for all to adequate, safe and affordable
housing and basic services and upgrade slums.”*? It pledges the international cooperation of
states to “end poverty in all its forms everywhere,”*® consistent with the 2063 Agenda
determination to eradicate poverty in a single generation.** Agenda 2030 partners aim to “ensure
that all men and women, in particular the poor and the vulnerable, have equal rights to economic
resources, as well as access to basic services, ownership and control over land and other forms of
property, inheritance, natural resources, appropriate new technology and financial services,
including microfinance.”*® This is to be measured by ensuring security of tenure of all.®

While this is only an interim political promise, it is consistent with states’ obligation ‘to take
immediate measures aimed at conferring legal security of tenure upon those persons and households
currently lacking such protection, in genuine consultation with affected persons and groups.”!’
Consistent with human-rights-treaty-bound obligations, as well as voluntary commitments under the
New Urban Agenda,*® local authorities and public servants must demonstrate their will and choice to
protect all forms of tenure acquired in good faith, in order to combat and prevent forced evictions.

Africities pledges intermediate cities to entrench the culture of good governance, democratic
practices, gender equality, respect for human rights, justice and the maintenance of the rule of law.



That means local authorities should operate with a sense of accountability to the people who elect
and mandate them.!® That accountability requires them to prevent, prosecute and remedy forced
evictions, which have proved to deepen poverty, as well as violate a bundle of human rights.?

The Habitat International Coalition’s Housing and Land Rights Network Violation Database
indicates that at least 11,959,550 African citizens have been subjected to punishing forced evictions
since adopting Agenda 2063. While not all of these gross violations took place in intermediate cities,
this number is by no means comprehensive. And none of these victims—men, women, children and
youth—has enjoyed her/his entitled reparations.

While Agenda 2030 and Agenda 2063 refer to human rights-based governance, they only allude to
the human rights obligations of states and their organs, and omit any reference to states’ obligation to
combat forced eviction as a gross violation of human rights and grounds for reparation of its victims.

We note that the intended outcomes of Africities 9 call for “a specific program for the
development and planning of intermediary cities” and “a review of planning and development
methods in Africa by taking the grassroots as a starting point.” As partners in local spheres of
government, we civil society representatives call for the Africities Summit to heed this call to
operationalize duties to end the prevailing practice of forced eviction. Only then, could we
achieve that goal of an “Africa of good governance, democracy, respect for human rights, justice
and the rule of law.”?!

At Kisumu, Kenya
16 May 2022
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Color-coded HIC-HLRN Violation Database map depicting numbers of persons affected by housing and land rights violations as
of 16 May 2022. Source: www.hlrn.org.


http://www.hlrn.org/
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